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In the field of law, capacity 1s usually defined as the ability to
understand the nature and effect of one’ s acts and used to refer to the
legal status. In the meantime, capacity 1is also frequently used in the
psychiatric field and referred to the clinical judgment which addresses the
threshold requirement for persons to retain the power to make decisions for
themselves. Despite the difficulty in defining capacity as it is subject to
cultural contexts and juridical systems, increasing core elements and
consensus 1n determining in mental capacities in civil 1issues have been
proposed in the past decades.
The issues of mental capacities in the elderly are more unique and have been
attracting public attention because of the fluidity and vulnerability in the
very population. This talk will be delivered in two sections, and, in the
first section, the speaker will provide a general introduction on mental
capacities across the local laws, the attributes of capacities, the
assessment, the frameworks to facility capacity evaluations, and the
implications for clinical practice in the field of geriatric psychiatry.

In the latter part of the session, the speaker will focus on the relevance



of capacity to driving issues specifically in the elderly. By collating the
avallable research and the updated regulations in Taiwan and other countries,
recommendations for the practicing psychiatrists, policy amendments, and
future research will be proposed in the end of this session. In the end of
the talk, the audiences are expected to have basic understanding of capacities

in the elderly population and the senile driving issues from the perspectives

of capacity.



